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INTRODUCTION
Over the first six months of 2002, the Endowment for the
Humanities dispatched me to the literal four corners of New Mexico to talk
about New Mexico water and the Colorado River. Most recently the
Endowment sent me north and west from Albuquerque to the place where
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Arizona join. Late in May, in
Farmington, New Mexico, I spoke to an audience of fifty about the AnimasLaPlata Project's place in Colorado River history. Most of what I said I drew
from a remarkable group of articles that appeared in the third issue of the
just completed forty-first volume of the Natural Resources Journal. The
articles and related comments reminded me of what the Journaldid best in
volume 41 and what it should do more often in volume 42 and those to
come.
Geographer Hannah Gosnell delved into the primary documents
involving a locally controversial Bureau of Reclamation Project and its
relationship to the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Endangered Species
Act. She left no document unturned and there were a lot of them. As
original historical scholarship, and this from a geographer, her essay stood
on its own. To that deep history Gosnell added elements of political science
and biology. A pair of Native American lawyers and a high-level
Department of Interior administrator added different points of view in
separate commentaries. Together, the Animas-La Plata essays shed a
penetrating light on the new world of western water development in the
twenty-first century. The essays also taught me what I needed to know for
the Farmington talk.
Volume 42 of the Natural Resources Journalopens with the same
kind of articles. You will find interesting policy analysis in the Jacobs piece
on federal water resources planning and the Sunding and Zilberman article
on federal wetland permitting processes. You will find broad-based
institutional descriptions in the Wooley and McGinnis essay on California
watershed organizations and in the Paretchan catalogue of NGOs. Denver
College of Law student Rebekah King contributes a fine student piece on
the valuation of unexplored mineral deposits. And essayist V.B. Price
proves that all politics is local in his assessment of Albuquerque's efforts to
resist the resource-use fate of other southwestern cities. Finally, you will
find a new Journalfeature, the book review essay.
This issue brings University of Nevada-Las Vegas environmental
historian Hal Rothman to the Journalfor the first time. Rothman is a prolific
writer on the western scene and the third of a remarkable trilogy of
University of Texas at Austin-trained historians focusing on the
environment. In previous issues of the Journal we've presented two
members of that UT trilogy-Stephen Pyne on fire, Bill deBuys on the Rio
Grande. We are pleased to begin Volume 42 with Rothman on the state of
environmental history on the cusp of the twenty-first century.

